MAEO
NEWSLETTER
MICHIGAN ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION ORGANIZATION
SPRING/SUMMER 2018

President’s Message
Farewell to Another School Year:
It’s hard to believe that it’s June
and we are waving goodbye to
another group of graduates. At this
time of year, it’s easy to get
frustrated and down about the
ones who haven’t made it. Many
dragged their heels and failed to
make the final push; appear to
have no motivation to finish.
There are at least two realities of
working in alternative education
we must keep in mind: 1) we need
to not only celebrate our
graduates and the obstacles they
have overcome, but also what you
did to support them to the finish
line, and 2) the home and family
you provide in your alternative
school program is impossible to
replicate. Unlike their traditional
high school peers, summer break
and graduation for our students
can be scary. You have built
relationships that have such
meaning that leaving, even being
apart for just a couple of months,
is very hard. Enjoy your break and
know that your students never
stop needing you!
On a separate note, MAEO has had
a great year. Our MAEO STARS
program had a record number of
student participants and a record
number of schools participated in
the three events held during the
2017-2018 school year. The spring
conference was a huge success
with more people applying to
present than any other conference
in the last ten years. Our MAEO
board worked hard at improving
communication and services to our
members. Our Facebook site had
more traffic and website more hits
than ever before. Thank you for
your participation in our
organization. We value your input
and look forward to continuing to
improve what we offer you as
members.

Congratulations Service Award Winners!
Outstanding Staff Member Award
Lisa Boschma, The Bridge Alternative High
School, Brighton
Outstanding Teacher Award
Don Heinz, Crooked Tree High School/
Lakeview Academy High School/New Horizons
Charlevoix Emmet ISD, Charlevoix
Outstanding Advocate Award
Sue Silver, Michigan Works!/Legacy Alternative High School
Outstanding Administrator Award
Erin Sullivan, Bay-Arenac Community High
School, Essexville
School of the Year Award
Avondale Academy, Rochester Hills
Outstanding Program Component Award
“Footsteps” Quest High School, North
Branch Area Schools

Wanted: Graduation Photos
Share Your Region's Alt Ed Successes!
It is that time of year again when we celebrate the
success of our students (and the reason we do
what we do for kids) with graduation pictures! In
the past, we have featured many of these on our
NAEA website to illustrate the WHY behind our
volunteer efforts and our passion. This year, we
are creating a special tab for graduation pics, a
great way for us to show potential sponsors what
Alt Ed means to many students.
Please send any graduation pics from alternative
education schools (with permission to use the photos in your possession) to Anna for posting on the
NAEA website. Please email images to: Anna
at annawilson30650@gmail.com
Be sure to identify your school and state since she
will be placing them up by region.

~Looking Ahead~ 2019 Conference
April 24-26, 2019
Double Tree Bay City, MI
If you have an interest in helping plan the Spring
2019 Conference, please contact Denise Cadwell at
the following e-mail address: Denise.Cadwell@farmington.k12.mi.us
“Thank you for a great opportunity to learn and
connect with like-minded student-centered individ-

uals.” Anglelicque Thornton, Cedar Lane Alternative High School

Have a great summer!
Deb
MAEO President

Remember to check out www.maeo.org and connect with us on social media for the most up-to-date
information and photos!

